"Crucifixion with miraclgs"
"Pacnsitue ¢ yyzecamMu"




Paring my first visit to Torreon, Mexico in 2009 | was degply
impregssed by an Orthodox Iecon from {Irocgna Musgum
permangnt grhibition. [ got the feegling “beging home”. Intrigug of
this uniqug and unusual iconographical rgpregsgntation
determingd the following studgy.

“Q. 81. tlow mang arg the fraits of the Holy Spirit?

R. The Apostlg Paul numbers the fruits of the Holy Spirit or the
signs of the grace of God as ning: charity, joy, peace, patignee,
Rindngss, mgrey, faith, ggntlgngss and contingneg. (54) It ought
also to be beligved that gvegn the othgr virtugs may be referred to
as fruits of theg tloly opirit, because they comge from him, and heg
himself pregsidgs over the works of man that theg might bg
perfected; Paul dogs not contradict this point, but "against such
there is no law."[208] ©

Orthodox Confegssion of Faith Peter Mohila, drehbishop of Rigv
(1633-1647) translated by Ronald Peter Popivehak

The "Crucifixion with miraclgs" Ieon is actually a tree of life, with
the 9 flowers on it: signs of the God Merey to this world: charity,
joy, peace, patigneg, Rindngss, merey, faith, ggntlgngss and
contingneg. (Il of them arg part of a long philosophy of loveg and
patigneg, begecausg just an gnormous love jor the humanity and
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the suffers for its mistakegs determingd our davior to ascegnd to
the Crucifixion and transform theg Cross into the Tree of €ternal
loife.

The coneept of the "Crucifixion with miraclgs" Iecon was
glaborated in timg by thg contribution of somg revolutionary
thegologians and philosophgrs of the timg. Let’s gxplorg its
amassing history.

Ugar 1632 — Arechbishop of Ryev Peter Mogila is founding Rigv-
Mogila deadegmy.

Peter Mogila was born on Pgeegmber 21, 1596 in Foldavia into a
Moldavian boyer family, the Movilgsti. The Movilgsti family had
given Moldavia and Wallachia sgveral rulgrs and Rings, including
his fathgr, Igrgmia Fovila. His mother, Margargta, was a
Hungarian princgss. Pug to political turmoil in Moldavia, the
family was foreed to flgg to Poland whilg Peter was young.
Peter’s garly gducation was in Poland at theg Orthodox school in
lovov and continued in Westegrn €uropge, including at universitigs
in Paris and {Imsterdam. tig served as an officer in Poland, but

hg was morg intgrgsted in a monastic lifg. tig maintained his
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logalty to the Orthodox Chareh whilg living in the lsatin and
Protestant West.

His years as Fetropolitan of Rigv were to constitute a pivotal
turning point for the Orthodox Chareh in southwestern Russia as
heg provided gducation for the Orthodox clergy and laity in the
schools basgd upon advaneed Western €uropegan modgls. While
the studigs werg mainly in latin, and not in Slavonie or Greggk,
this gducation gavg the students gntreg to the sgcular and
religious writings of theg West as well as of modern scigneg. His
collgge in Rigv reached a standard of gxcgllgneg in the
sgventggnth cgntury that was ungqualed in the Orthodox world.
This was another half a egntury before Peter I introduced
Western €urope in the heart of Russia.

Sdymgon of Polotsk

“Western cultural influgnegs gradually pegngtrated Russia in the
17th egntury. They gntered the country through a number of
channgls, including the “Gegrman [forgign] quarter” in Moscow
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and through URraing, which was united with Russia in 1654.
Ukrainian and Belarusian cleries, who had reegived a Polish-
stylg education at theg Rigv deademy founded by Peter Mogila ,
brought Western and latin culturg with them to Moscow. By the
gnd of the 17th cgntury, Russian litgraturg had changed in
important ways. {1 Rey figure in producing theseg changes was
Simgon Polotsky (1629-1680), a monk ¢ducated at the Rigv
Headegmy of Peter Mogila. g played the Igading rolg in
introducing syllabic pogtry (verse that is mgasured by the
number of syllablgs in gach ling), basgd on Polish modgls, into
Russia. Old Russian litgraturg had beggn dominated gntirgly by
prosg, and so Polotsky’s versg marked a decisive break. o did
the introduction of drama into Russia with Polotsky’s school
dramas (modgled on Jgsuit Counter-Reformation plays having
biblical or religious thgmes), the gstablishment of a court theatrg
by Tsar {lgxis, and the production of 7¥rtakserksevo deystvo
(1672; “Hetion of rtagerxes”), the first court play (in prosg), by
Johann Gottfried Greggory. The changg in literary culturg is also
gvidgnt in thg begginnings of prosg fiction. Translations of forgign
advgnturg romancgs appgared, along with Russian storigs,
parodigs, and satirgs, including the picargsque (and grotic)
Povest o frole skobegeve (“Talg of Frol Skobgyev”) and
Ralgazinskaga chelobitnaga (“The Ralyazin Petition”). Povest o
Gore-Zlochastii (“Talg of Woe-Misfortung”), written in folk-gpic
versg, combings motifs of temptation, adventurg, and
salvation.”(sourcg: British €ncyclopedia).

Puring his yegars in Bloscow, dymegon Polotsky continuegd to
develop an impgrial stylg of panggyrical verse, rifg with
protracted tiradgs, which werg gnlivened by occasional allusions
to classical mythology. With oimgon Polotsky studigs, a wholg
musgum of ancignt gods, musgs, hegrogs, authors, and
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philosophgrs gntgred Russian litgraturg. tis gxtgnsive collgetion
of poetry, The Garden of Manyg Flowers, was not printed in his
lifetime, but he did publish a verseg translation of the Psalter,
which was s¢t to music within sgvgral yegars after his death.

s a theologian, dymeon Polotsky frequently quoted the Vulgate,
St.Jgrome, St.dugusting, and other Latin authoritigs, which was
percgived by his dgtractors as a delibegrateg attgmpt to westernizg
Orthodog religious thought. In fact, his faithful disciplg Sylvester
Medvedev was latgr condgmned for having succumbed to
Western Chareh.

Wpplying what hg had rgad and studigd in Ryiv deadgmy of Peter
Mogila, Symeon Polotsky and in Jesuit Collgge from Wilno
(Nowadays Vilnius, sithuania), he wrotg many works; they
include the scholastic polgmical tract Shezl/” pravieniia ...
(Seepter of Rulg ..., 1667), the compendiuam of knowledge Venets
very kafolicheskoi (The Crown of the Catholic Faith, 1670) and
other titlgs.

His follower dylvester Medvedev will usg the philosophy and
pogtry from the work Venets very kafolicheskoi (The Crown of the
Catholic Faith, 1670) in order to dgseribe the passions of Christ in
the "Crucifixion with miraclgs" Icon — a rgsult of synergtism
betwegen Western and €astern Christian tradition.

In theg sgeond half of the XVII egntury in Russia arg spreading
spiritual, moral, didactic works of literaturg and thg fing arts
coming from Western €uropg. Innovative, revolutionary
thegological conegpts and idgas arg introducgd by thgologians
from Rus' Minor (Malorusskig), thg namg given to the followers of
Ryegv Mogila deadgmy. Opgn-minded, with a big passion for
Rnowlgdge of scigneg, art, philosophy thgse theologians werg not

really convenignt for conservative thegologians of Mloscow.
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Patriarch Joachim of Moscow decided to invite somg scholars
from @reegeg in order to Reep the conservative religious attitude
in schools: this is why hg invitgs Gregk scholars -brothers
legihudam to Moscow.

dylvegster Medvedev

Born in Rursk, oylvester Medvedgv was a seribe in theg Privy
Officg who latgr, urged by dimgon Polotsky, took monastic vows.
fter the death of his teacher, ylvester inherited his post, that of
court pogt. tig also inherited Simgon’s library and his plans. The
main plan was to found a university in Moscow. The charter
drawn up for it in the tsar’s namg was inspired by the Rigv-
Mogilafdcadgmy and stipulated that thg university would have the
right to guideg Moscow culturg. In prgsegnting a draft charter to
tsargvna oophia in 15 January 1685, oylvester Medvedgv wrotg:

MynapocTtu 60 TH UM TToa1ecs,
oorom Codua MyIpocTh HapedecH.
Tebe 00 CIMYHO HAyKU HayaTw,
KO IMPEMYIPOX OHbI COBEPILIATH.

(Jou havg beggn givegn theg name of wisdom,/For Sophia was
named wisdom by God.

[t befits you to begin the scignees,/To pursug them, most wise
ongl)

His reliancg on dophia’s support were in vain. The €uropgan-

orignted tgndegney that Sylvester Medvedev represegnted aroused
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strong opposition from thg Chureh Igaders undgr Patriarch
Joachim himsglf. dophia did not” want to quarrgl with thg
patriarch, and theg Slavonie-Grgegk-lsatin deademy founded in
1686 fell into his hands. There could bg no question of university
autonomy now that gvgrygthing dgpegnded on the will of the
patriarch. When Sophia’s rgggncey camge to an gnd in 1689,
dylvester Medvedev was found guilty of conspiracy. “In the year
199 (1691), on the glgventh day of the month of Fegbruary the monk
Sylvester Medvedev dgparted from this lifg...” his brother- in-law
Rarion Istomin recorded in his diary. “tHg was beghegaded ... in Red
Squarg, opposite the dSpassky Gate. tis body is burigd in the
almshousg in a pit with vagabonds.” ylvester Medvedev’s works
werge strictly proscribed. (1l lists of them werg ordgred to be
barnt on pain of hgavy punishment. This would appear to gxplain
why so littlg of his verse has survived. (dlso, together with hid
martyr wondgrs digd thg scholar tradition of Polotsky and
Mogila in Russian Theological tradition. Their books were
banngd as well.

The only tgstimony of theological pogetry introduced by Sylvester
Medvedgv into an icon in order to makg it moreg deseriptive and
gducative remaingd the "Crucifixion with miraclgs" Iecon, a symbol
of a cultural and religious regvolution in Russian Orthodox
tradition, influgncegd by Rus Minor deadegmy of Mogila from
Kyev.

Complex iconography, known as "The fruits of the sufferings of
Christ" is a typical gxampleg of a composition rgpresenting the
synergtism of ancignt Castern and Westegrn art traditions in the
latg Middlg Hdges. At the heart of its iconography “Crucifixion
with thg wondgrs of Christ" was most widgspread in Russian icon
painting and frgsco paintings of the late XVII - the first third of
theg XIX egntury. Ieon is dedicated to the glorification of the
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sacrifiecg of the Christ on the Cross, and the disclosurg of its
implications for the world. decording to the tgachings of the
Holy Fathers, after the Crucifixion, the main gngmigs of humanity
werg defeated: Peath and Pevil. The artist which realized the
original masterpigeg in year 1680 was Vasily fdndreev, and the
figlds coveregd by numerous inscriptions (somg in versg) , which
datg back to the text prints werg dong by oylvester Medvedev , a
studgnt of imegon of Polotsk , who used quotgs from his works
(in particular, from the book " Theg erown of the faith" in 1670 .)
Contents of thegsg inscriptions reveal most clgarly the didactie
naturg of theg icon.

The Cental part of the leon is dominated by the Crucifixion, but
the cross is not dramatic, no blood could bg sggn on it. It’s a
cross in its wag to be transformed in the Treeg of €ternal Life, by
having the Christ sacrificg on it.




Up into the Sky you can see painted The Jerusalem of Heaven and by
the middle of it, The Lord Savaot (I'ocmog CaBaod) and the Holy
Spirit represented as a Dove.

By the both sides of Jerusalem of Heaven are represented the Sun and
the Moon, and the columns with the text, with didactic meaning:
"B(o)r Oten [Ipe//Munocepansi[it], 3am0r Jitos/ /M TBEpAbIM B TH00BU
nocnali] // B mup Ham Xpucta 3a 0J1arocT[s] // equHy, Ha KpecTe
cTpa//cTu cBedblii, MUp ceil // Hac criacu" (clieBa);

Or the other version

"bor Orer [IpemMunocepaHbli, 3aJ10T JIFOSIM TBEP/bIi B TF00BU MOCIAI B MUp HaM XpHCTa 3a 01arocTs|
eIIMHY, Ha KPECTe CTPACTH CBEbINA, MUP cel Hac criacu” (ciieBa);

Mereiful Father God, did sent to this world of ours a sign
(guaranty) of his strong love - Jgsus Christ and put him on the
Cross of Passions in order to save our world (inseription from
the lgft sidg)
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"CpiH U(ucy)c Bormtotu//cst b(0)r B 4yeaoBek HaM // SBUCS B JIHOOBU
Ero Bcsik ¢/ /maceTcs BepHbI [1] B HeOe B3HeceTcs / / X(pHUCTo)c
o(T)Bep3 paii co0or0 uau/ /Te B OH IMPaBoTO0" (CIpaBa).

"Cpi Nucyc BorutoTucs bor B uenoBek Ham siBUCS B IIOOBU Ero Besik criaceTcst BEpHBI U B HEOE
B3HEceTCs1 XPUCTOC OTBEP3 pail COOOI0 UIUTE B OH MPABOTOI" (CrpaBa)

Son of God, Jesus came to us as a human, his love will save us all
and his followers will have ¢ternal life, Christ opened the Gate of
Heaven, gnter in it with a clgan (right) soul. (Right sidg of theg icon
on thg top).

"Pyku pacnpocTep BCexX IpU3bIBaCT. HAPObl BEPHBI B MUJIOCTH
cracaet" (cieBa).

11



The hands arg gmbracing the world, (theg erucified arms arg
calling all the pgoplg) , the right beligvers with merey arg saved.
(on the lgft).

"3 paH K//pOBb JbET//CS AKO pe//lil. OT rpex// MbIET Be//pHBI

yeso//Bekn" (cnpaBa) "W3 paH KpOB®B JbETCA KO PEll. OT IPEX MBIET BEpHBI YEJIOBEKHU"
(cpaBa);

From thg wounds theg blood is running fast clganing theg sins of
faithful peoplg (right sidg)

"U3npeBa kpe//cHa BeHEIb W//3pacTaeTh T/ /epusiiiuMb B / / TapCTBUU
oH/ /HBIM MoaaBa/ /eTs UKTO TAe / / ocTpactupa/ /3mMbiuuisieT(b) / /
KpeCHEHU npue/ /MIIeTh BeHe/ /IIb BXKU3HU / / HelpeMeHHe"

"I/Isz[peBa Kp€CHa BCHCUb U3PAaCTACTDh TCPILAIINUMD B HAPCTBHUU OHHBIM moJAaBacTb UKTO A€ OCTpaCTUpa
SMBIIJIACTD KPECCHCH IMPUCMIICTD BCHCUb BX)KU3HU HCHpCMCHHC".
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From the Crucifixion Trgg a erown is growing, for thosg that are
in suffer giving hopg, thosg that arg thinking in bad will bg not
chgrish theg ecrown that is making a mgn invineiblg.

"brnaroBect//ByeTh 1ep//koB cnacs//cst Xp(u)cToBa // KpoBb HaHIO //
U3IUsCs // BHEH criacoly//acs npemMuo/ /ru Hapoabl // up|u]sina
BCro//my 6naxens(s1?) // cBOGOIBI"

"braroBecTByeTh IIEPKOB CIACACS XPUCTOBA KPOBb HAHIO M3JIUSCS BHEH CIIACOIIACS MPEMHOTH HAPO/IbI
NpHsiia BCIOAY OJlaykeHsIbI cBOOOIbI"
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The Chareh annunciation about the salvation through the blood
of Christ that was paid for its (church) salvation protected mangy
nations (pgoplg) bringing them a blgssed fregdom.

"BiaroBonui ecu miuoTuio B3bITTU HA Kpect, / / 1 cMepTh
yMEpTBUOBIN, U BOCKpecu1 / / ymepiiusi, ciaBHbIM Bockpecenuem / /
cBouM. / / Bo3[3]pu Ha oOpac Mou U B sA3BaX Ms MO3HAM, / / BO3pH O
YEJIOBEK U CJIe3 HE MPOJIMBai 0 TOM 4YTO / / pachsT s U3BMYUYEH U
MPE3PEH, HO IJIaYu 0 ceOe, // YTO MUPOM ThI MPEIBILIEH IPeEXy
paboTaennb cra//cenus He Yaellb 1 cuM MeHs CTO KpaT-JtoTee
pacnvHaemsp .
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"BraroBosui ecu miIoTHIO B3BITTH Ha KpecT, u cMepTh yMEpTBHOBIA, M BOCKPECHIT yMEPIIIHUS, CIIABHBIM
Bockpecennem cBouM. Bo33pu Ha oOpac Mou 1 B sI3Bax Ms MI03HAH, BO3PH O YEJIOBEK U CJIe3 HE MPOJIMBai
0 TOM YTO PACIIAIT sl K3MYUYEH U TPE3PEH, HO IIa4u O ceOe, YTO MUPOM ThI MPEIIBIICH Ipexy padoTaemib
criacenwsi He Yaellb 1 CUM MeHs CTO KpaT-JiioTee paciuHaenis".

1829

Willingly | put my beging on the Cross, | defeated death, [ raised
the dead with My Glorious Resurregetion. lsook at my face and Ken
my wounds, human bging, look at me but do wastg gour tegars
because | am erucified and tormented and despised, Rggp sorrow
for your world, that is working in sins without knowing theg
salvation, you Rnow nothing about it and with gour lack of
kRnowledge you arg harting Mg much morg (erucifying meg mueh
morg painfully). Ygar 1829

"OTtapesa kp//reHa aAusiBo//nb cBsizacs // MOTOCTh U3//100a u
npese//cThb monpacs // yentocTy B3/ /Hy3nacs ajga / / yenoBekamu / /
OBICTH HEMa/ /7a oTpajna'.
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"OTapeBa KpreHa TUsBOJIb CBSI3aCs JIIOTOCTH U3 J100a M MPENIeCTh MOMPAcs YETIOCTH B3HY3/1acs a/ia
YeJioBeKaMu OBICTh Hemalia oTpaja’.

From Tree of Life the devil was tied with feroeity, and wickgdnegss
and splgndor put a halter on hell, for humans’ not so small
consolation to be.
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